Presentation 1

The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan has been continuing the reforms aiming to strengthen the sustainable economic growth based on nonoil industry, improved investment climate and human capital. The core of these reforms is adoption and implementation of best legislative as well as institutional building practices existing in developed economies. Those goals as well as priorities of innovative activity are underlined in decrees of the President of Azerbaijan adopting Strategic Road Maps on development of various fields of economy. In frame of these reforms appropriate institutional changes were undertaken in Intellectual rights protection system of Azerbaijan.
Above mentioned reforms are motivated from understanding of the growing importance of innovations as crucial element of a modern sustainable economy and these institutional changes are intended to serve for development of the IP rights system as well as to meet international requirements in related fields. With appreciation would like to emphasize the continuous support from WIPO rendered to development of Intellectual property rights protection system of Azerbaijan. Implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the Azerbaijan and WIPO paved a way to a range of common initiatives on widening our cooperation. 
 As a result of the efforts of the Head of State, Azerbaijan has created a rich national legal framework for intellectual property. It includes eight laws protecting intellectual property and the relevant provisions of the code, two laws protecting intellectual property rights and 12 laws referring to the protection of intellectual property rights.
 The concept of "Azerbaijan 2020: Looking to the Future", approved by President Ilham Aliyev, was adopted as a priority of intellectual property, and eight documents on the development of this sphere were included in the document.
The Intellectual Property Agency of the Republic of Azerbaijan was established by the Order of the President of Azerbaijan dated April 20, 2018.
 Creation of Universities (education, research and commercialization of knowledge) as a result of radical transformation in the higher education and science system, where the commercialization and transfer of technology into the foreground; increasing the economic role and innovation capabilities of small and medium entrepreneurship (SME), promoting intellectual property policies, stimulating technological innovation; the changing role of intellectual property in relation to the new business context, the creation of the wealth center from the material assets to the intangible assets, the intellectual capital, and the direction of the investment flows to intellectual property are the tasks facing the Intellectual Property Agency of Azerbaijan.

Presentation 2

The Republic of Azerbaijan has joined to the WIPO in 1995. Currently, Azerbaijan is a party to the seventeen WIPO-administered treaties. Every year, the high level delegation of Azerbaijan participates at the meetings of the WIPO General Assemblies, meet with the Director-General of the WIPO and the Director of the Department for Transition and Developed Countries.
Moreover, the government representatives periodically attend the sessions of the various WIPO Committees, as well as the courses and trainings organized by the WIPO academy.
Under the patronage of the WIPO Academy, Azerbaijani representatives received their master’s degree on intellectual property at the Turin University of Italy.
Azerbaijan has been a regional coordinator within the WIPO during 2010-2011.
Enforcement Centre on Intellectual Property Rights was established under the Copyright Agency became a member of the WIPO Global Network of Intellectual Property Academies.
WIPO Depository Library was created at the Azerbaijan State Economic University in 2012.
With the support of the WIPO, several international national events have been organized in Azerbaijan. A number of WIPO experts visited Azerbaijan to attend the very events.
Presentation 3
The implementation of new technologies, new approaches and inventions is crucial for increasing the effectiveness of the industry for the sake of economic progress. New technologies and inventions are, in turn, scientific and technical research, creative activity, in other words, human capital. Competitive and innovative industry should become a stimulus for the development of local scientific and technical research centers along with the bringing of new technologies to the Republic of Azerbaijan as a stimulating   factor for access to the modern world market. Increasing the competitiveness of the modern industry should be measured by the level of innovation rather than the volume of investments. Among many economic and social factors that affect the industry's efficiency, technical inventions, utility models, industrial numbers should be regarded as key factors. These intellectual components, as well as intangible assets, increase the productivity of production processes, and add additional consumer features to industrial products. The world markets bring even more successful results. This, in turn, increases the role of the mechanism of protection of exceptional cases of intellectual property objects, the role of the patent system day- by-day.
  I should note that the patent system has been proven to increase the stimulating effect of science, industry and economy on the whole. The patent system ensures competitiveness of the technical level by defining the rights on the result of intellectual activity. Creates  guaranteed investments for long-term scientific and technical research. At the same time, it plays the role of transferring patenting technology through licensing mechanisms, and on the other hand, as a database of new solutions and innovations.
IP rights are the guarantee mechanism for the inventor or research center to benefit from its creative intellectual activity. The success of inventors and patent owners depends on their application of intellectual property objects in the economy, industry.
A modern legal and regulatory framework for the protection and effective management of intellectual property rights has been established in our country. As a result, the country's industry and inventors have created all necessary legal conditions for the regulation of relations between exclusive jurisdictions on new technologies, thereby enabling innovations to be even more widely used in the industry. Implemented by President Ilham Aliyev, dedicated to the purposeful economic, political course experiences and human capital directed to the development of the non-oil sector serves the development of innovative economies. The growing interest in our society as an economic factor in intellectual property is also a clear evidence of that.
  One of the most important factors in the renovation and modernization of Azerbaijan is the human factor. The slogan of the head of state, known as the "Changing black gold to human capital", is the greatest support for creativity, innovation and intellectual property that stimulates and encourages. The European Commission's Memorandum on Modernization of Copyright, published at the end of 2012 and the 2011 Intellectual Property Strategy, notes that dynamics of the development of "digital" (creative) economy will overtake other sectors of economy 7 times   in the near future. An  important  role  in supporting these trends belongs to  copyright. It should be   also noted that, currently, intellectual property-based industries in the world economy contain 14.4 percent over $ 4 trillion.
    "Intellectual property has never been a self-sustaining target. Intelligence is a phenomenon that serves as a field of "out-reaching knowledge and resulted in new knowledge". For this, a certain level of knowledge, infrastructure and carriers should have the opportunity and determination. The protection of intellectual property in the "knowledge society", "knowledge-based economy", in turn, is a key tool in promoting creativity and innovation, attracting investments into creativity and innovation, and as a means of shaping an innovative environment. Thus, by measuring the "level of knowledge" of society and the impact of intellectual property, first of all, the existence of a dynamic infrastructure that provides communications, dissemination and processing of knowledge and information, the conditions created for the propagation of intellectual property, are taken into account. At the same time, the results of  the effectiveness of scientific and creative structures that ensure the quality of innovation systems, the formation, acquisition and adaptation of knowledge are considered, and thus the creation of intellectual property is in the foreground. Additionally, the availability of education and training facilities, the availability of professional training and educated people should be taken into account, in other words, it should talk about the possibilities of good use of intellectual property. In the case of these conditions, intellectual property is distributed and institutional regimes, intellectual property protection, legal and normative base, and mentality-driven structures are highlighted. "
  The Twinning project was implemented with the European Union and the concept of "Azerbaijan 2020: Looking to the Future" was adopted as a priority in the development of copyright and intellectual property rights as a whole.
   Over the past 10 years, the share of the creative industry in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) increased more than two-fold to 4.5 percent, the level of piracy declined by 9-28 percent on different segments, the professionalism of the staff increased up to 40 experts increased their qualifications in one or another form .
   At present, the Copyright Agency has joined the "960" hotline, public-legal counseling, smart-type training, Legal Support Center, Digital Rights Management System, fully integrated with modern computer-based equipment and printing, joined to the E-government portal , copyright, other similar rights and the state policy in the field of the protection of the intangible cultural heritage.
   The development of the "creative industry" and the long-term National Strategy on Intellectual Property are expected to be approved. The Concept envisages further activation of ICT and intellectual property relationships to accelerate the transition to information society, as well as the creation of a system of digital rights management and online e-services in the online licensing regime, providing a one-stop-shop electronic service delivery system with the majority of intellectual property objects moving to the global digital network.
   The concept focuses on the interaction between education, ICT and intellectual property, including the creation of educational resources without paying the property rights of the right holders in the network. In other words, such educational resources allow students to be accredited by the copyright law and integrate them into the teaching process. The concept also envisages improvement of legislation in order to strengthen the fight against intellectual property rights, piracy and other violations of intellectual property rights.
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Currently, a national project for intellectual property policy is being implemented in universities and research institutes jointly prepared by the Intellectual Property Agency, Ministry of Education and WIPO. This project serves the purpose of commercialization of scientific-research results in Azerbaijan, improvement of application mechanisms, creation of favorable conditions for the use of high technologies in economy and increase of economic efficiency. In this connection, the Joint Declaration was signed in 2017. Three international events were held in collaboration with the WIPO in 2016-2017, and international experts in the field of intellectual property were provided with necessary training and specialist training. At present, the country is experiencing an upward dynamics, with 11 per cent growth in the non-oil sector over the four months of the current year, and according to the World Economic Forum, Azerbaijan ranks 35th out of a number of developed countries in the world for its competitiveness.
  The "knowledge society" we live in is the human capital ecosystem created by knowledge and technology, investments and intellectual property acquired through innovation development research at the time of technology leap and digital imaging. In the words of President Ilham  Aliyev, "human capital and intelligence are crucial in the progress of the modern world civilization as a new quality factor. The road leading to prosperity and progress  of each state goes through science and innovation-based development. "
  Countrywide reforms have a positive impact on intellectual property. Thus, Azerbaijan ranks 37th in the Competitiveness Index of "Intellectual Property Protection". Thus, Azerbaijan has grown from the 71st place to 34th in the "Intellectual Property Protection" indicator compared to 2016-2017, strengthening its leading position among CIS countries.
  The share of our country's creative economy (our copyright and related rights industry) exceeds five percent in the GDP , leaving behind some developed countries. As a result of anti-piracy measures, the level of piracy has dropped by 20-30 percent in various areas compared to 2005.
 Azerbaijan actively promotes international cooperation in the field of intellectual property, participates in six international copyright and related rights agreements and 11 international multilateral conventions and agreements concerning industrial property. At present, WIPO's two new copyright treaties - the process of joining the Morocco and the Beijing Treaty - are underway, and it is planned to join three industrial property agreements.
  It was emphasized that Azerbaijan is represented in the WIPO governing bodies, including the Coordinating Committee, Program and Budget Committee. Representative of Azerbaijan - Chairman of the Board of the Intellectual Property Agency K. Imanov was elected vice-president of the "WIPO Copyright Treaty" Assembly.
 As a result of cooperation with the WIPO, in 2006 the Government of Azerbaijan and the Cooperation Program signed a memorandum on cooperation in 2014 and a memorandum of renewed memorandum.
 
 The technological basis of intellectual property has changed. The role of universities in the establishment of special ecosystems is great. We are very pleased that a joint project is being implemented in this field in Azerbaijan. Universities and research institutions are the basis of change and knowledge. They play a role of a bridge between knowledge and technology in terms of knowledge in the field of science research. This requires the support of different policies and research. The development of research institutes and universities is crucial for a successful innovation system.
[bookmark: _GoBack]  Development of higher education institutions as research and innovation centers, commercialization of scientific and scientific-technical activities of universities requires high scientific potential. At present, more than 33,000 scholars are engaged in scientific research at universities and scientific organizations, 35 of which are PhDs, and eight percent are doctors of sciences. The dynamics of global science-based databases use has increased by 75 per cent in 2017 compared to previous years, with a 68 per cent increase in the number of articles published in impressive magazines. Azerbaijan is in the first place in the region for its growth dynamics over the past three years. In 2017, the highest number of publications was recorded, according to preliminary analysis, approximately 43 percent of 1,118 scientific research fell to the share of higher education institutions.


I wish you a fruitful and successful work during these Seminar, Thank you.`
